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Pastor's Letter

Dear Parishioners,
As we reflect on the last fiscal year it is important to
be mindful of a year that has changed all our lives.
Moments in this journey of life can impact the
course we travel. Being diagnosed with an incurable
disease, the death of a loved one, the birth of a child
to name a few, and now we can add the coronavirus
pandemic. It may be years yet to come before we are
fully aware of its impact but for sure it has been a
cause for prayer and reflection. How have we been
changed? For some it may be nearly imperceptible
for others it may be palpable. I hope it has instilled in
us an appreciation for things we may have taken for
granted. 

Technology, teachers, healthcare workers, grocery
store workers, bus drivers, delivery drivers, daycare
workers, police and firemen, all essential personnel,
grandparents, friends, a handshake, the healing
powers of nature, and filled pews.

Will we carry this awareness with us, or will we go
back to living the way we did before? I pray that we
don’t risk losing the lessons learned and use them to
love one another fully as Jesus calls us to do. Aware
of gratitude for the seemingly mundane as well as
the momentous occasions of life. Gratitude for each
moment uncertain as it may be.

As I review what I am grateful for, I add to the list the
people of St. John Neumann, who along with the staff
helped me navigate the pandemic. As you review the
financial report you will note a surplus at the end of
the year. This was only possible with your
commitment to the parish and the staff’s
commitment to cut every conceivable corner.
Together we closed the year in good shape.

Electronic giving has really helped us with our cash flow, and I ask all of you to continue that
method of giving. We have added programs and events back into the budget so current
finances are a little tight as you may have noted in the bulletin. I ask you to prayerfully review
your tithing commitment. 

I repeat my closing statement from last year’s report because it is still extremely relevant.

During a crisis, our faith can be challenged, and it can be hard to see God’s plan, but we must
keep searching. So, let us be hopeful and full of prayer for all those who suffer and full of
thanksgiving for all caregivers as well as essential workers. Let us use this COVID experience
to build bridges not divisions because that is what God wants from all of us. As Jesus says in
John 15:12 “ My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.”

Sincerely in our Lord, 
Fr. Peck
Pastor
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These graphs illustrate the
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was budgeted.

WHERE WE ARE

The Graphs

When budget planning

for FY 20/21 we

maintained the

reduction in personnel

and planned adding 

 back  programs and

activities as the

pandemic allowed.

Fiscal responsibility

remained the guiding

principle..


