
Jesus Shares His Joy
BY FR. DAVID PECK

 
Ebenezer Scrooge is alive and well. He cares only about making
and hoarding money. He scorns the poor and refuses to help
them, asking haughtily, "Are there no prisons? No workhouses?"
Warned that without help the poor will die, he replies that they
should do so promptly and "decrease the surplus population."
Scrooge's problem was that early in life he learned to substitute
money for love. Then he never caught on to the fact that
mounds of money do not yield happiness. Only after his ghost-
induced conversion does Scrooge experience the joy that comes
from extending ourselves to others in kindness and generosity.
 
It's easy to laugh at Dickens' old curmudgeon. However, there's
a little bit of Scrooge in all of us. He emerges in our tendency to
place our trust in material wealth rather than in God. His
disdainful tone echoes in our putdowns of the homeless, the
welfare mothers, the illegal immigrants. He lives on in our
occasional failure to value spiritual realities over worldly gains.
Yet there is also a great deal of post-conversion Scrooge in all
of us. And that goodness is what we celebrate today, and all
through Advent.
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A Franciscan Media Center for Peace was built to help bring people of all faiths together - to learn to
work together and build bridges (not walls). The Equestrian Order funds organizations and asks that
services are provided to those in need, regardless of faith.   A stated goal of the Order is to foster
peace between the youngest and to avoid the indoctrination of hate. It is something that we as
Christians can be proud of. We are actively working for Peace in the Holy Land.   That is why the
Good Friday donations from members of St. John Neumann, and other parishes around the Rockford
Diocese and around the world, make such a big difference.  This year, the Rockford Diocese doubled
its Good Friday collection, and we thank everyone who donated.  You, along with many others, are
helping support the people living in the Holy Land, allowing them to grow and flourish in a difficult
territory.   You are helping to protect the historic and spiritual places where Jesus lived, and the
people who are “Living Stones” keeping open access to these sites for future pilgrims.   If you are
interested in learning more about the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem, or the
Charitable Organizations funded, please talk to Ann Hyler, Father Peck or Greg and Mary Pacelli.

Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher
By Ann Hyler

 

NEUMANN NEWS

Many people look with surprise, at Holy Thursday Mass, when they see the Knights and Dames of
the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher (EOHS) standing with their capes and head coverings. 
Despite the fact that the EOHS of Jerusalem is centuries old and subject to the Pope, most people
know little about the Order and the good works done by the Order in the Holy Land.  
 

Father Peck and the Pilgrims visited
Bethlehem, which is in the segregated part of
the Holy Land, called the West Bank.   People
who live in the West Bank are prohibited from
entering Israel without special permission–
even if they are deathly ill and need special
medical treatment.  The West Bank receives its
electricity and water from the Israeli
government, and is prevented from creating
its own sources.   Many days, the water and
electricity are restricted, which adds to the
hardship of living in the West Bank. There is
no Social Security or Welfare to help those in
need - including Senior citizens and people
with disabilities.

Thank God the Christians are active in the Holy Land and the West Bank.  
Christian organizations offer care for the older inhabitants and the disabled and provide services to

address the needs of the community.

In June, when Father Peck went to the Holy Land with 40 pilgrims, several members of the Order
received the ceremonious Pilgrim Shell, and the whole group had a special honor of an audience
with the Auxiliary Bishop. The Latin Patriarch of the Holy Land covers territory in Israel, Palestine,
and Jordan.   Bishop Marcuzzo spoke about the “Living Stones of the Holy Land,” those Christians
who live in this land of turmoil between the Jewish and Muslim faiths and stand firm to protect the
Christian Holy Sites, where our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, lived, taught, and set down His
example of living a Christian Life.  With the constant battle over control of the Holy Land, Christians
are being marginalized, and many leave to avoid the difficult living conditions.  Can you imagine
what will happen to the birth place of Jesus if all of the Christians leave the area?



Christmas
Christmas Eve Mass Times

 
3:00 p.m. - Church and

Hoffman Center
(Carols begin at 2:30 p.m.)

6:00 p.m. - Church
(Carols begin at 5:30 p.m.)

Midnight - Church
(Carols begin at 11:30 p.m.)

 
Christmas Day Mass Times

 
9:00 a.m. - Church

(Carols begin at 8:30 a.m.)
10:30 a.m. - Church

(Carols begin at 10:00 a.m.)
 

Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God

 
January 1, 9:00 a.m. - Chapel

 
 
 
 

A Trip to the Holy Land
By Dr. Mary Mikhailov

Our visit to Hogar Nino Dios on June 17, 2019
 
I was invested into the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulcher in 2017. During the weekend's festivities I had the
opportunity to lunch with Sir Max Brown. During our
conversation he learned that I am a practicing pediatrician.
He suggested that I could help the children of Hogar Nino
Dios, a disabled children's home in Bethlehem that our North
Central USA Lieutenancy has elected to support. The home
is run by Mother Pia who founded it. They have a very
difficult time obtaining Thick It, which is needed to make it
easier to feed the children. A single container lasts about 10
days, so they need about 40 a year.
 
This year I was able to fulfill my task. Our Chaplain of the
Diocese of Rockford EOHS Fr. David Peck lead a group of us
to the Holy Land. At the orientation meeting, I asked my
fellow pilgrims for their help and support, and they stepped
up. They carried twenty-four 36-oz containers of Thick It in
their suitcases. Knight Tony Hyler and Dame Ann Hyler, who
joined us in the Holy Land, carried an additional 12
containers. On June 17, I was able to visit Hogar Nino Dios
with two fellow pilgrims Ron and Donna Dutner. We were
graciously welcomed by Sister Francis as Mother Pia was
indisposed. She insisted that we meet the children. We
presented Sister with the containers of Thick It and the
latest model Littman Cardiology stethoscope to give to Dr.
Johnny Mataweh, who cares for the children. Sadly Dr.
Mataweh was in the United States having heart surgery.
 
Sister Francis shared that they are hoping to expand their
facility. She was very grateful for all the supplies. All I know
is that we need to help these children of God.



Ministry Formation Graduates
Ministry Formation is a  two-year formation program for any adult Catholics who want to: offer
leadership in an area of ministry, deepen spiritual awareness, enhance theological knowledge and/or
develop pastoral skills for a particular area of ministry. If you are interested in Ministry Formation,
visit www.ceorockford.org and choose "Adult Faith Formation."

I have to admit that all my reservations about participating in Ministry Formation were soon replaced
with excitement about my growth in knowledge of our beautiful apostolic faith, appreciation of those
who throughout history had the deep perseverance to be missionaries so that I can now know and
share the Gospel message and the authentic new friendships made with fellow Catholics from our
parish and others from the Rockford Diocese.   Doing it with my husband was a bonus as we also
benefited as we grew closer in our marriage. Learning about Christ has that effect on all of us, doesn’t
He? Thank you to all those who taught (especially Fr. Peck) the last two years and for this opportunity
to encounter Christ and grow in mind, body, and soul.  - Marianne Hale

Ministry Formation was a  wonderful 2-year journey to truly begin to understand our Catholic faith. I
say "beginning" because it is a journey of learning and getting to know Jesus on a personal level but
also as a community. I always thought I knew our Catholic faith because I had attended Catholic
schools, raised 5 children and sent them to Catholic high schools. But it wasn’t until MF that I was able
to really understand and appreciate my faith. I recommend this program to anyone who wants to
enrich their lives as well as their families.
- Michael Hale

So often we don't realize just how much our Lord loves us, and how much more we can love Him, we
just have to be willing to trust and He will do the rest. Ministry Formation was an invitation to trust,
to seek Him more through catechesis and learning in depth, the teachings of the Church, and then
gaining with confidence a deep desire to bring the beauty, goodness and truth of our Catholic faith
and Christ's love to others. - Carol McAdams

Ministry Formation has been an amazing experience that has helped us all to learn much more about
our wonderful Catholic faith. We got to know amazing people from our parish, and from across the
Rockford Diocese, that are all working to share the Catholic faith with as many people as possible. 
The participants in the program are living examples of how we can evangelize by being an example to
others, and by sharing our knowledge of the faith with everyone. - Tim McAdams



Ministry Formation Graduates

Pictured: Ann Hyler, Mike & Marianne Hale, Bishop David Malloy, 
John & Sherry Schmidt, and Tim & Carol McAdams.

continued

To me, Ministry Formation was like CRHP spread over two years.     It deepened my faith and
knowledge about Catholicism.  My wife and I were blessed to be given this opportunity to participate
in this program at the point we were in our life.    It gave us opportunity to meet other parishioners
from our parish and other parishes in an educational, prayerful and spiritual setting and obtain an
understanding of catholic apologetics.     It showed us how laity can serve an important role in our
church and our community given the talents and blessings God has bestowed upon us. 
- John Schmidt

Ministry Formation is a way to meet people of great faith from other churches in our diocese.  It also
helps to grow deeper in your faith with fellow parishioners.  I learned and want to always remember
to accept what is, let go of what was, and have FAITH in what will be.  It was a wonderful experience
and brought my husband and I closer in our faith together and helped us heal in the loss of our son. 
- Sherry Schmidt

Meeting other Catholics from other Rockford Diocese parishes and discussing our faith was amazing.
It was a blessing to see other people on fire with the love of God and acting upon it. The more I learned
from the classes, the more I wanted to learn about Jesus and His Church. We have such a rich faith
and traditions.  - Ann Hyler

trust,
"Ministry Formation was an invitation to

to seek Him more"
-Carol McAdams



October Birthdays!

Creating a feast

 for Thanksgiving!

Staff Retreat

The Staff
Our motto is "It takes a village!" We are very blessed to have a great team here at St. John 
Neumann. We respect one another and we have fun together!

A Night at the Oscars!



Halloween
This year the staff Halloween costume theme was Shark Week! We also celebrated with our
parishioners and youth, playing games and carving pumpkins!

Family Halloween Party

High School Youth Ministry Pumpkin Carving



Above: Our Fall Campfire was moved indoors due to the weather, but the oven smores and a great crowd
made it a successful event!

Fall Events
 

 

Right: Jeff Bowgren of the Saint Patrick and Saint John Neumann
Knights of Columbus. Presented an award to Father Peck and Tony

Hyler for their service to the St Charles Fire Department 
by delivering homemade pies by Pies by the Guys.

Above: October Pet Blessing with Deacon Ray and Father Dennis


